[image: image1.png]



State of Connecticut

CONNECTICUT GENERAL ASSEMBLY
STATE CAPITOL

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106-1591

[image: image2.png]




June 29, 2015

The Honorable Sharon Palmer

Commissioner, CT Department of Labor

200 Folly Brook Boulevard

Wethersfield, CT 06109

Dear Commissioner Palmer,

The July 1 deadline to submit a waiver application to the U.S. Department of Labor for a Benefit Cost Rate (BCR) add-on is upon us. We strongly urge your agency to apply for this waiver in order to ensure a minimal increase in federal unemployment taxes to be paid by our businesses in the coming year.

Unfortunately, last year Connecticut decided not to take this cost saving opportunity on behalf of its employers. We were the only state out of all those eligible that that did not apply for the BCR add-on charge to the federal unemployment tax paid by Connecticut businesses. Our state had the highest unemployment tax burden placed on businesses in the nation last year; it seems only common sense to apply for the waiver from the BRC add-on as it will reduce this liability. 

Surrounding states such as New York and Massachusetts with no federal debt pay $42 in federal taxes per employee. In comparison, Connecticut’s businesses will pay $196 per employee if we do not file for this waiver. With the waiver, our businesses will pay $147 per employee. This amounts to significant overall savings for our businesses at a time when they could truly use it to help them stay afloat in this beleaguered economy.

If Connecticut wants to stem the tide of the persistent perception that we are a bad place to do business, then we must take this opportunity to provide relief to our already overburdened job creators.  We had no choice but to take on this federal debt when our unemployment fund ran out of money during the great recession. But we do have the wherewithal to ease the burden on those who must repay it, our employers, regardless of claim history.  

We hope you will act promptly in this matter.  

Sincerely,

Dave Rutigliano




Tony Hwang

State Representative




State Senator

Ranking Member, Labor Committee


Ranking Member, Labor Committee

Themis Klarides




Len Fasano

House Republican Leader



Senate Republican Leader

Tim Ackert, State Representative


Toni Boucher, State Senator

Al Adinolfi, State Representative


Clark Chapin, State Senator

Mike Alberts, State Representative


Paul Formica, State Senator

Bill Aman, State Representative


Scott Frantz, State Senator

Sam Belsito, State Representative


Tony Guglielmo, State Senator

Eric Berthel, State Representative


Rob Kane, State Senator

Whit Betts, State Representative


Kevin Kelly, State Senator

Mike Bocchino, State Representative


John Kissel, State Senator

Mitch Bolinsky, State Representative


Art Linares, State Senator

Cecilia Buck-Taylor, State Representative

Joe Markley, State Senator

Aundre Bumgardner, State Representative

Henri Martin, State Senator

Gary Byron, State Representative


Michael McLachlan, State Senator

Fred Camillo, State Representative


Kevin Witkos, State Senator

Vincent Candelora, State Representative

Devin Carney, State Representative

Christie Carpino, State Representative

Dan Carter, State Representative

Jay Case, State Representative

Tony D’Amelio, State Representative

Chris Davis, State Representative

Laura Devlin, State Representative

Doug Dubitsky, State Representative

Charlie Ferraro, State Representative

Livvy Floren, State Representative

Mike France, State Representative

John Frey, State Representative

Janice Giegler, State Representative

Steve Harding, State Representative

Laura Hoydick, State Representative

Noreen Kokoruda, State Representative

Brenda Kupchick, State Representative

David Labriola, State Representative

Gail Lavielle, State Representative

Tim LeGeyt, State Representative

Jesse MacLachlan, State Representative

Kathleen McCarty, State Representative

Ben McGorty, State Representative

Craig Miner, State Representative

Gayle Mulligan, State Representative

Selim Noujaim, State Representative

Tom O’Dea, State Representative

Arthur O’Neill, State Representative

Cara Pavalock, State Representative

Jason Perillo, State Representative

John Piscopo, State Representative

Rosa Rebimbas, State Representative

Rob Sampson, State Representative

John Scott, State Representative

John Shaban, State Representative

Bill Simanski, State Representative

Ritch Smith, State Representative

J.P. Sredzinski, State Representative

Prasad Srinivasan, State Representative

Pam Staneski, State Representative

Mark Tweedie, State Representative

Kurt Vail, State Representative

Fred Wilms, State Representative

Terrie Wood, State Representative

Dave Yaccarino, State Representative

Tami Zawistowski, State Representative

Melissa Ziobron, State Representative

Lezlye Zupkus, State Representative
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