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Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Amendments Act of 2008:

· Basic Provisions:

· Changes the definition of the term “disability” under the ADA by rejecting the holdings in several Supreme Court decisions and portions of ADA Regulations implemented by the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.  Retains the ADA’s basic definition of “disability” as an impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities, a record of such impairment, or being regarded as having such an impairment.  However, changes the way that these statutory terms should be interpreted.
· Text / Citation Information:

· Current Citation: S. 3406; Public Law 110-325.
· Full text available at: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=s110-3406.  

· Articles:

· Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.  “Notice Concerning the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) Amendments Act of 2008.”  October 6, 2008.  http://www.eeoc.gov/ada/amendments_notice.html.

· Sheppard Mullin.  “ADA Amendments Act of 2008 Signed Into Law.”  September 29, 2008.  http://www.laboremploymentlawblog.com/americans-with-disabilities-act-ada-ada-amendments-act-of-2008-signed-into-law.html.  

· Workplace Prof Blog.  “ADA Amendments Act of 2008.”  September 25, 2008.  http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/laborprof_blog/2008/09/ada-amendment-1.html.

· Daniel Schwartz.  September 25, 2008.  “BREAKING NEWS: President Signs ADA Amendments Act of 2008; Act Becomes Effective January 1, 2009.”  http://www.ctemploymentlawblog.com/tags/ada-amendments-act-of-2008/.    

· Obesity Action Coalition Blog.  “ADA Amendments Act of 2008.”  September 15, 2008.  http://oacblog.org/?p=40.  

· Wolters Kluwer Blog.  “President Signs ADA Amendments Act of 2008 Into Law.”  Last Viewed November 12, 2008.  http://hr.cch.com/topic-spotlight/emplaw/100108a.asp.  
Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008 TA \l "Arbitration Fairness Act of 2007" \s "Arbitration Fairness Act of 2007" \c 2 
· Basic Provisions:

· Establishes consumer product safety standards and other safety requirements for children's products; reauthorizes and modernizes the Consumer Product Safety Commission; and provides whistleblower protection for individuals who report violations of the Act.
· Text / Citation Information:

· Current Citation:  H.R. 4040; Public Law 110-314.
· Full text available at: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h110-4040.  
· Articles:

· Daniel Hays.  “Will New Product Safety Law Be A Boon to Insurers?”  November 13, 2008.  http://www.propertyandcasualtyinsurancenews.com/cms/NUPC/Breaking%20News/2008/11/13-PRODUCTLIABLITY-dh?searchfor=will%20new%20product%20safety%20law.  

· Quality Wars Blog.  “The US Consumer Products Safety Improvement Act (CPSIA – HR 4040) and what It Means for Importers and China Suppliers.”  November 8, 2008.  http://www.quality-wars.com/2008/11/08/the-us-consumer-products-safety-improvement-act-cpsia-hr-4040-and-what-it-means-for-importers-and-china-suppliers/.  

· Gregory A. Hall.  “Whistleblower Protections in the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act.”  October 27, 2008.  http://federalworkerscompattorney.com/blog/2008/10/27/whistleblower-protections-in-the-consumer-product-safety-improvement-act/.  

· Gregory C. Keating and Amy E. Mendenhall.  “United States: Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act.”  October 15, 2008.  http://www.mondaq.com/article.asp?articleid=67764.

· Duane Morris, LLP’s Blog.  “Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008 Approved by Congress and Signed by President.”  August 20, 2008.  http://www.duanemorris.com/alerts/alert2940.html. 

· William A. McGrath.  “Preparing Your Business for the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008.”  August 19, 2008.  www.wileyrein.com/publication.cfm?publication_id=13763.  
· Richard Gottlieb.  “ANSWERS: The Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008.”  August 19, 2008.  http://www.playthings.com/blog/390000439/post/850031885.html.  

· Law Librarian Blog.  “Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act Signed Into Law.”  August 15, 2008.  http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/law_librarian_blog/2008/08/consumer-produc.html.
· American Association for Laboratory Accreditation.  “A2LA Announces Accreditation of Testing Laboratories to Meet the Requirements of H.R. 4040, “Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008.”  September 26, 2008.  http://www.prnewswire.com/cgi-bin/stories.pl?ACCT=109&STORY=/www/story/09-26-2008/0004893090&EDATE=
· Baby News Blog.  “Consumer Products Safety Improvement Act of 2008.”  September 25, 2008.   http://www.babynews.com/index.php/2008/09/25/consumer-products-safety-improvement-act-of-2008/.

· Themiddleclass.org.  “Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008.”  Last viewed November 10, 2008.     http://www.themiddleclass.org/bill/consumer-product-safety-improvement-act-2008.
Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008: Provisions Regarding Tax Relief for Tech Workers (Title VIII §103):

· Basic Provisions:

· Was passed into law as Title VIII §103 of the Emergency Economic Stabilization Plan of 2008 (commonly known as the “economic bailout bill”).

· Effectively forgives tax debts owed on stock options affected by the technology stock crash of 2000.

· Text / Citation Information:

· Current Citation: H.R. H.R. 1424 Title VIII §103.  Public Law 110-343 Title VIII §103.
· Full text available at: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h110-1424; See Title VIII §103.

· Articles:

· Tax Prof Blog.  “Bailout Bill Provides AMT Relief for Stock Options.”  November 11, 2008.  http://taxprof.typepad.com/taxprof_blog/2008/11/bailout-bill-provides-amt-relief-for-stock-options.html.  

· Rescue Bill Offers Relief to Some Valley Taxpayers Hit With the AMT.”  November 10, 2008.  http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_10950780.  

· Scott Thurm.  “Bailout Bill Provided Tech Workers With Tax Relief for Stock Options.”  November 10, 2008.  http://sec.online.wsj.com/article/SB122628070388512411.html.  

· Xchange Blog.  “Bailout Erases Tech Workers’ Unpaid Taxes.”  November 10, 2008.  http://www.xchangemag.com/hotnews/bailout-erases-tech-workers-unpaid-taxes.html.  
Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008: Provisions Regarding Executive Compensation (Title I § 111; Title III §302):

· Basic Provisions:

· Was passed into law as Title I §111 and Title III §302 of the Emergency Economic Stabilization Plan of 2008 (commonly known as the “economic bailout bill”).

· Imposes certain executive compensation requirements and tax provisions for financial institutions that receive funds from the government bailout bill.
· Text / Citation Information:

· Current Citation: H.R. H.R. 1424 Title I §111 and Title III §302.  Public Law 110-343 Title I §111 and Title III §302.

· Full text available at: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h110-1424; See Title I §111 and Title III §302.

· Articles:

· Mark Bruno.  “Bailout Bill Hones Ax Over Exec Pay.”  October 22, 2008.  http://www.workforce.com/section/00/article/25/85/74.php.

· Charles Plenge, John Collins, Greta Cowart, Jesse Gelsomini, Susan Wetzel, and Marilyn Doolittle.  “’Bailout Bill’ Places Strict Limits on Executive Pay of Participating Financial Institutions.”  October 13, 2008.  http://www.haynesboone.com/10-13-2008/.  

· Chris Palmeri.  “The Bailout Bill on Executive Compensation.”  October 8, 2008.  http://www.businessweek.com/the_thread/hotproperty/archives/2008/10/the_bailout_bil.html.

· Business Finance Blog.  “How Will the Bailout Bill’s CEO Comp Provision Play Out?”  October 7, 2008.  http://businessfinancemag.com/blogpost/how-will-bailout-bills-ceo-comp-provision-play-out-1007.   

· Commondreams.org Newsletter.  “Executive Pay Experts Critique Financial Bailout Bill: Institute for Policy Studies Analysts Say Bill Falls Short on CEO Pay.”  September 29, 2008.  http://www.commondreams.org/newswire/2008/09/29-2.  
· Adam Levitin.  “Bailout Bill Executive Compensation Provision: Lipstick on a Pig.”  September 29, 2008.  http://www.creditslips.org/creditslips/2008/09/bailout-bill-ex.html.  
· Sample of TARP / Executive Compensation Agreement:

· For Sample TARP / Executive Compensation Agreement, see http://sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1390777/000119312508220414/dex103.htm.  

E-Verify Extension:

· Basic Provisions:

· E-Verify, a voluntary, Internet-based system that allows employers to verify the employment eligibility of new hires was extended through March 6, 2009 by the approval of H.R. 2638.  E-Verify was originally scheduled to sunset on November 29, 2008.

· Text / Citation Information:

· Current Citation: H.R. 2638; Public Law 110-329.

· Full text available at: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h110-2638. 

· Articles:

· Jackson Lewis Blog.  “E-Verify Extended Through March 2009, But Future Remains in Doubt.”  November 13, 2008.  http://www.jacksonlewis.com/legalupdates/article.cfm?aid=1557.  

· Alice Lipowicz.  “E-Verify Extended to March 2009.”  October 15, 2008.  http://www.fcw.com/online/news/154082-1.html.  

Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2007

· Basic Provisions:
· Amends the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to provide for an increase in the Federal minimum wage.  Was passed into law as Title VIII of the U.S. Troop Readiness, Veteran’s Care, Katrina Recovery, and Iraq Accountability Appropriations Act of 2007.
· Bill Information:
· Current Citation: H.R. 2206, Title VIII; P.L. 110-28, Title VIII
· Full text available at: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h110-2206.  
· Articles:
· Wikipedia Article.  “Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2007.”  Last viewed November 19, 2008.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fair_Minimum_Wage_Act_of_2007.  
· Vtlivablewage.org. “Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2007 Fact Sheet.”  Last viewed November 19, 2008.  www.vtlivablewage.org/Fact_Sheet-FEDMINWAGE.pdf. 
· TheMiddleClass.org. “Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2007.”  Last viewed November 19, 2008.   http://www.themiddleclass.org/bill/fair-minimum-wage-act-2007. 
Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act (GINA):

· Basic Provisions:

· Prohibits discrimination on the basis of genetic information with respect to health insurance and employment.

· Text / Citation Information:

· Current Citation: H.R. 493; S. 358; Public Law No. 110-233; 122 Stat. 881.
· Full text available at: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h110-493.  
· Articles:

· Human Genome Project Information.  “Breaking News: GINA Becomes Law May 2008.”  September 16, 2008.  http://www.ornl.gov/sci/techresources/Human_Genome/elsi/legislat.shtml.  

· National Human Genome Research Institute Website.  “President Bush Signs Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of 2008.”  August 12, 2008.  http://www.genome.gov/24519851.
· The Coalition for Genetic Fairness, Medical News Today Website.  “President Bush Signs Landmark Genetic Nondiscrimination Information Act Into Law.”  May 22, 2008.  http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/108399.php.  

· Science Daily.  Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act Passes U.S. Senate.  April 24, 2008.  http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/04/080424173942.htm.

· Andrew Pollack.  “Congress Near Deal on Genetic Test Bias Bill.”  April 23, 2008.   http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/23/business/23gene.html.
· Genetic Alliance.  “Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act.”  Last viewed November 12, 2008.   http://www.geneticalliance.org/ws_display.asp?filter=policy.leg.nondiscrim.    

· Wikipedia Article.  “Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act.”  Last viewed November 12, 2008.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genetic_Information_Nondiscrimination_Act.

· Congresspedia Article.  “Genetic Information Non-Discrimination Act.”  Last viewed November 12, 2008.  http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=Genetic_Information_Non-Discrimination_Act.    
Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief Tax (HEART) Act of 2008: TA \l "Arbitration Fairness Act of 2007" \s "Arbitration Fairness Act of 2007" \c 2 
· Basic Provisions:

· Amends the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide benefits for military personnel, and for other purposes.
· Text / Citation Information:

· Current Citation: H.R. 6081; Public Law 110-245.
· Full text available at: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h110-6081. 
· Articles:

· Workplace Prof Blog.  “The Skinny on the Heart Act.”  July 11, 2008.  http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/laborprof_blog/2008/07/the-skinny-on-t.html.  

· McDermott Will & Emery Blog.  “HEART Act Provides Benefits for Employees on Active Military Duty.”  July 3, 2008.  http://www.mwe.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/publications.nldetail/object_id/f2e5c4dc-00b6-4d60-8e82-c6adde7fbc07.cfm.  

· Rick Maze.  “Bush Signs New Military Tax Breaks Into Law.”  June 30, 2008.  http://www.armytimes.com/news/2008/06/military_taxbill_061808w/.  

· Ice Miller LLP Website.  “HEART Act Provides Tax Benefits for Military Personnel.”  June 23, 2008.  http://www.icemiller.com/enewsletter/Benefits/EBenAlertHEARTAct.htm.  

· Bryce S. Dubee.  “HEART Act Gives Troops Tax Breaks Totaling $2 Billion.”  June 15, 2008.  http://www.stripes.com/article.asp?section=104&article=62815&archive=true.  

· International Foundation Webpage.  “Congress Passes HEART Act Giving Tax Breaks to Military Personnel.”  Last viewed November 10, 2008.  http://www.ifebp.org/Resources/News/Regulatory+Updates/CongressPassesHEARTActGivingTaxBreakstoMilitaryPersonnel.htm.  
Michelle’s Law TA \l "Arbitration Fairness Act of 2007" \s "Arbitration Fairness Act of 2007" \c 2 
· Basic Provisions:

· Amends the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, the Public Health Service Act, and the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to ensure that dependent students who take a medically necessary leave of absence do not lose health insurance coverage, and for other purposes.
· Text / Citation Information:

· Current Citation: H.R. 2851; Public Law 110-381.
· Full text available at: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h110-2851. 
· Articles:

· Ashley Stipes.  “President Approves Michelle’s Law.”  October 22, 2008.  http://media.www.solanotempest.net/media/storage/paper1109/news/2008/10/22/News/President.Approves.Michelles.Law-3488643.shtml. 
· Seyfarth Shaw, LLP Website.  “Extended Health Coverage for College Students on Medical Leave.”  October 21, 2008.  http://www.seyfarth.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/publications.publications_detail/object_id/d92a6ff2-3fe6-40f7-aa4f-2534b49b2b0e/ExtendedHealthCoverageforCollegeStudentsonMedicalLeave.cfm.   

· Brian Lawson.  “Sununu, Gregg Announce Signing of “Michelle’s Law.”  October 9, 2008.  http://www.politickernh.com/brianlawson/4088/sununu-gregg-announce-signing-michelles-law.  

· Kristen Hoffman.  “Michelle’s Law Passes through the U.S. Senate.”  October 3, 2008.  http://media.www.theclockonline.com/media/storage/paper569/news/2008/10/03/News/Michelles.Law.Passes.Through.The.U.s.Senate-3467442.shtml.

· Boston.com.  “House Passes NH-Inspired Michelle’s Law.”  July 30, 2008.   http://www.boston.com/news/local/new_hampshire/articles/2008/07/30/house_passes_nh_inspired_michelles_law/.   

· Michelle’slaw.com.  “Michelle’s Law: History and Background.”  Last viewed November 10, 2008.  http://www.michelleslaw.com/history.php.  
· American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network.  “Michelle’s Law Passes the House and Senate.”  Last viewed November 10, 2008.  http://action.acscan.org/site/PageServer?pagename=michelles_law.  
Paul Wellstone and Pete Domenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008: TA \l "Arbitration Fairness Act of 2007" \s "Arbitration Fairness Act of 2007" \c 2 
· Basic Provisions:

· Was passed into law as Title V §§511-512 of the Emergency Economic Stabilization Plan of 2008 (commonly known as the “economic bailout bill”).

· Requires most group health plans to provide more generous coverage for treatment of mental illnesses, comparable to what they provide for physical illnesses.  
· Text / Citation Information:

· Current Citation: H.R. 1424 Title V §§511-512.  Public Law 110-343 Title V §§511-512.
· Full text available at: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h110-1424; See Title V §§511-512.
· Articles:

· Jan R. Newsom.  “The Federal Mental Health Parity Act: New Law Requires Group Health Plan Benefit Parity.”  November 2008.  http://www.abanet.org/health/esource/Volume5/03/newsom.html.  

· Elizabeth Bernstein.  “How New Law Boosts Coverage of Mental Care.”  October 16, 2008.  http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122411631825638659.html?mod=googlenews_wsj.  

· Healthcare Economist Blog.  “Bailout... for Mental Health.”  October 7, 2008.  http://healthcare-economist.com/2008/10/07/bailoutfor-mental-health/.

· Julie Rovner.  “Mental Health Parity Approved with Bailout Bill.”  October 6, 2008.  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=95435676.  

· Robert Pear.  “Bailout Provides More Mental Health Coverage.”  October 5, 2008.   http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/06/washington/06mental.html?em.   

· Associated Press.  “Bailout Marks Last Push for Mental Health Bill.”  October 2, 2008.  http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/26997059/.  

· Robert Pear.  “House Approves Bill on Mental Health Parity.”  March 6, 2008.  http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/06/washington/06health.html.  
· Jessie Lee.  “House Passes Paul Wellstone Mental Health and Addiction Equity Act.”  March 5, 2008.  http://speaker.house.gov/blog/?p=1184.  
Veterans’ Benefit Improvement Act (VIBA) of 2008 TA \l "Arbitration Fairness Act of 2007" \s "Arbitration Fairness Act of 2007" \c 2 
· Basic Provisions:

· Amends title 38 of the United States Code to improve and enhance compensation and pension, housing, labor and education, and insurance benefits for veterans, and for other purposes.  Also strengthens the enforcement mechanism for the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA).
· Text / Citation Information:

· Current Citation: S. 3023; Public Law 110-389.
· Full text available at: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=s110-3023.
· Articles:

· TaxVAloansonline.com. “Veterans Benefits Improvement Act of 2008.”  October 28, 2008.  http://www.txvaloansonline.com/news/news_details.asp?c=1&id=46.  

· Mark Jacobs.  “Veteran’s Benefits Improvement Act of 2008.”  October 27, 2008.  http://mjacobs.featuredblog.com/?p=38.  

· Hewlitt Associates Website.  “President Bush Signs Veterans’ Benefits Improvement Act of 2008 Into Law.”  October 27, 2008.  http://www.hewittassociates.com/Intl/NA/en-US/KnowledgeCenter/LegislativeUpdates/WashingtonReportDetail.aspx?cid=5780.  
· Samuel F. Wright.  “No Statute of Limitations on Bringing USERRA Cases.”  October 25, 2008.  http://www.nationaldefensecommittee.org/index.php/2008/10/25/no-statute-of-limitations-on-bringing-userra-cases/.  

· PRLog Blog.  “Low VA Rates Reviews the Veterans Benefits Improvement Act of 2008.”  October 24, 2008.  http://www.prlog.org/10132805-low-va-rates-reviews-the-veterans-benefits-improvement-act-of-2008.html.

· Florida Association of Realtors.  “NAR: VA Law Will Serve Those Who Serve our Country.”  October 13, 2008.  http://www.floridarealtors.org/NewsAndEvents/n1-101308.cfm.
· Website of Senator Bob Casey.  “Casey Applauds Passage of Veterans’ Benefits Improvement Act of 2008.”  September 29, 2008.   http://casey.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/?id=7b6b728d-d2fc-4aab-8ed1-9f243cfffeb4.   

· VAmortgagecenter.com.  “Veteran Benefits Improvement Act.”  Last viewed November 10, 2008.  http://www.vamortgagecenter.com/va-loan-improvements.html.  
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